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A Step-by-Step Guide on
How to Use ClinicalTrials.gov

Welcome to this guide on how to navigate ClinicalTrials.gov. ClinicalTrials.gov
is a website that provides detailed information about clinical trials available
for different medical conditions, including brain cancer. It helps patients
explore treatment options, find clinical trials that may be right for them, and
learn more about new therapies being tested to improve care and outcomes.
To access the site, visit https://clinicaltrials.gov/. 
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When you open the homepage, you will see the main search bars below that allow you to

refine your search for clinical trials. It's crucial to know what information to input in each

field so that the system can sift through thousands of clinical trials and provide you with the

most relevant results. This guide will help you understand the purpose of each search bar

and how to use them effectively to find trials related to your condition.

Condition/disease: Enter the name of your

diagnosis (e.g., "glioblastoma" or "brain

cancer") to find relevant clinical trials. This

will help you locate studies that specifically

match your medical condition.

Other terms: Allows you to refine your

search by including additional keywords,

such as specific symptoms, treatment

types, or genetic mutations/biomarkers

(Next Generation Sequencing/Biomarker

Testing of one’s tumor tissue). Adding these

terms can help you find clinical trials that

are more relevant to your specific condition

and treatment needs.

Continued on page 2.
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Intervention/treatment: Enter the name of

the drug, treatment, or type of therapy

you're interested in. This helps you find trials

that are specifically testing the intervention

you are considering or have heard about.

Location: Enter your city, state, or country to

find clinical trials happening near you. This

helps you identify trials that are accessible

based on where you live or are willing to

travel for treatment.

Study Status: You can specify if you are

looking for trials that are currently recruiting

patients, have completed, or are in other

stages. This helps narrow down your options

to studies that are actively enrolling and may

be relevant to you.

More Filters: When you click on More Filters +, you will see a range of additional options to

further narrow down your search. Below is a list of all the filters, along with explanations of

what they mean so you know what to input.

Eligibility Criteria
You can input patient information such as sex, age, or indicate if you are looking for clinical

trials for healthy volunteers by choosing that option.

Study Phase
Filter trials by their phase, indicating the stage of development. Phase 1 focuses on safety,

Phase 2 tests effectiveness, Phase 3 confirms effectiveness, and Phase 4 involves post-

marketing studies.
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Study Type
Choose the type of study you are interested in. Interventional studies involve a treatment or

intervention, while observational studies monitor participants without altering their

treatment.

Study Results
Using this filter is particularly useful for patients and researchers who want to access

completed studies and evaluate their findings. It helps you focus on trials that provide

evidence of treatment efficacy and safety, giving you a clearer picture of potential options

based on past study outcomes.

Study Documents
This filter enables you to find trials that have associated documents available for review.

These documents can provide additional information about the study, including:

Study Protocol: Outlines the objectives, design, methodology, and statistical

considerations of the trial.

Informed Consent Form: Details the information that participants must understand

before enrolling, including risks and benefits.

Results Information: Contains data from the study's findings, including outcomes and

conclusions.

Funder Type
This filter allows you to refine your search based on the organization or entity funding

(Sponsor) the clinical trial:

Industry: Trials funded by pharmaceutical or biotechnology companies.

NIH: Trials funded by the National Institutes of Health.

Other U.S. Federal Agencies: Trials funded by other government organizations (e.g.,

Department of Defense (DOD), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Academic Institution: Trials funded by universities or academic research centers.

Non-Profit Organization: Trials funded by non-profit organizations or foundations.
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Date Range
Using the Date Range filter can help you focus on trials that are currently relevant to your

treatment options or that fit your timeline for participation.

MORE WAYS TO SEARCH
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Title or Title Acronym
This filter helps narrow down results to studies that have specific titles or acronyms, making

it easier to find trials related to a particular research topic, treatment, or intervention you

are interested in.

Outcome Measure
This refers to the specific outcomes or endpoints that researchers aim to assess in a clinical

trial. These measures are critical for determining the efficacy and safety of an intervention or

treatment. When using the Outcome Measure filter, you can enter specific terms related to

the outcomes you are interested in, such as “pain reduction,” “survival rate,” or “functional

improvement.” This helps refine your search and ensures that the trials you consider are

relevant to your health goals.

Sponsor and/or Collaborator
If you are interested in studies sponsored by a particular company or research institution,

you can enter their name to find all related trials. Sponsors often have specific areas of

expertise or interest, so this filter can help you find trials that align with your interests or

treatment needs.

Sponsor (Lead)
This refers to the organization or individual responsible for initiating and managing the

clinical trial. This can include pharmaceutical companies, academic institutions, government

agencies, or non-profit organizations that oversee the trial's design, implementation, and

overall management.
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Study IDs
The Study IDs filter enables you to find a particular clinical trial by entering its unique

identifier, known as the NCT number (National Clinical Trial number). This identifier is a

unique alphanumeric code assigned to each clinical trial registered on ClinicalTrials.gov. If

you know the NCT number of a study you are interested in, simply enter it into the Study IDs

filter to directly access that specific trial.

Facility Name
This filter allows you to search for clinical trials based on the specific name of the facility or

institution where the trial is being conducted. This can be useful for patients who may wish

to participate in a study at a particular hospital, research center, or medical institution they

are familiar with or prefer.

FDAAA 801 Violations
This refers to the regulatory requirements set forth by the Food and Drug Administration

Amendments Act of 2007 (FDAAA). This act mandates that certain clinical trials must be

registered, and their results reported on ClinicalTrials.gov. By filtering for FDAAA 801

violations, users can identify clinical trials that may have compliance issues, which can be

important when evaluating the reliability and transparency of the study's findings.

This factsheet serves as a comprehensive guide to help you navigate the ClinicalTrials.gov

website, which is one of the most valuable resources for finding suitable clinical trials. Given

the extensive amount of information available on the site, it is essential for patients to enter

accurate details in the search fields to find the trials that best meet their needs. Proper

filtering is crucial to ensure you don’t miss out on a potentially life-saving clinical trial. 

If you would like assistance in finding the right clinical trials that you qualify for, please feel
free to reach out by filling out our Advocacy & Patient Inquiry Form or by emailing our
Clinical Research Coordinator/Patient Navigator at Shreya@EndBrainCancer.org
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